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Town of Middlebury Design Advisory Committee (DAC) 
Minutes of February 24, 2020 

Approved 
 

 Members Present: Natalie Peters, Glenn Andres, Jim Pulver, Lillian Snow and Chris Zeoli  

Members Absent:  

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Dave Wetmore 

Others Present: Anthony Neri and Jonathon Ashley  

 
1. Call to Order:  Called called the meeting to order at 12:00 pm. 

   
2. Public Comment- None offered. 

 
3. Minutes- 7/12/2019 

Motion by Jim Pulver to approve the 7/12/2019 minutes as presented, seconded by Chris 
Zeoli.  Motion passed 5- yes 0- no. 
 

4. Tony Neri Property Rentals, LLC review, 55 Middle Road 
Tony and Jon outlined their plans for the 55 Middle Road property and building that will be 
leased to Good Point Recycling. It is a single-story building and will have 3000 sq. ft. addition 
added to it. This space will be a retail store front for Good Point Recycling. Tony described the 
types of electronics that would be sold. This is the former Desabrais Laundry property. Hazardous 
waste remediation has been completed. This is an amendment to a planned unit development 
approved by the DRB dated December 20, 2018, file # 2018-28:176.000-SD. 

 Over all the site plan shows a total of 19 parking spaces.   

 Pedestrian sidewalks on the north and east sides are proposed.  

 Tenant will keep trash and recycling contained inside the building.  

 Building-mounted exterior down-shielded lighting will be installed for employee and 
pedestrian safety.  

 The proposed loading dock will allow trucks to enter the south entrance and 
maneuver into place without requiring turning movements in the Middle Road right-
of-way.  

 Stormwater will be directed along the east boundary and into the existing drainage 
swales along Middle Road.  

 Snow storage can be accommadated on site.  

 The building will be sided with a green colored horizontal vinyl siding.  

Jim Pulver comments- Jim noted that BreadLoaf Construction had facilitated the cleanup of the 
hazardous dry cleaning containments.  Jim asked if the loading dock will accommodate a 53-
ft. truck/trailer. Yes, that is what has been planned for. What will the parking/driveway 
surface be? The parking and driveway will be paved on the north and east sides including 
loading dock area. The driveway on the west side will remain gravel. Jim asked Jon to walk 
him through how stormwater will be managed. Overall, Jim expressed this is a good use for 
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the property. He expressed that the exterior lights should be downcast and conform to the 
Towns lighting standards.  

 
Chris Zeoli- Chris outlined that several of the trees along Middle Rd. are ash and will likely die 

from Emerald Ash Borer. He expressed concern about how parking will impact existing trees 
and new landscaping. Powerline and wet conditions will limit tree options. Lily and Chris 
suggested Japanese Lilacs, American Fringe Tree and Serviceberry. The areas that DRB should 
consider additional landscaping/trees to reduce or screen are along Middle Road and at the 
southeast corner. Chris suggested adding 4 trees along Middle Road right-of-way.   

 
Lillian Snow comments- Lily expressed that she thought the building front façade from Rte. 7 

looks fine and the building perspective is lost as one travels around the corner in Middle 
Road. Most of the visual impact will be as one travels north toward Rte. 7 and landscaping will 
help to screen the rear side of the building. She agrees with Chris that most trees are needed 
along Middle Road and most especially each side of the southern entrance.  Lilly provided a 
list of planting options that will work under the powerline and in wet conditions. They include 
White Oak, Black Gum/Tupelo and Red Maple where height is not a concern and Witch Hazel, 
Fringe Tree, Winterberry, Hornbeam, Callery Pear and Willow Shrub under the powerline. 
Dave noted some species might be prohibited by the Zoning Regulations.  

 
Glenn Andres comments- Glenn agreed with additional landscaping suggestions and expressed 

concern for pedestrian safety and suggested snow guards on roof.  
 
Natalie Peters comments- Agrees the building from Rte. 7 looks fine. Natalie expressed support 

for the project but raised concern with the lack of windows on east and west sides. Tony 
voiced that Good Point does not want additional windows.  

 
Final comments/concerns- Overall the building and addition fits the site pretty well. Additional 

landscaping with mixed foliage of varying heights is recommended along the west and 
south sides to help screen the loading dock, parking area and the building. Snow roof 
guards should be installed on east side for pedestrian safety.  

 
Other: Natalie expressed that DAC recommendations are not being openly shared at DRB 

meetings. Dave shared that DAC minutes are provided in the DRB packets and in noted in the 
Staff report for each project. Jim felt that DAC recommendations are advisory and that DAC 
should not be upset if all their suggestions/comments are not incorporated into the final 
design of a project. Natalie however noted that there is no discussion in the DRB minutes of 
DAC suggestions. Jim agreed that placing DAC suggestions on DRB agenda as suggested by 
Glenn Andres would be more likely to insure consideration by DRB. DAC agree that staff 
should include DAC suggestions by reading into the record a summary of the DAC 
recommendations.      

 
Adjournment:   Jim Pulver moved to adjourn at 1:20 PM, Chris 2nds. Motion carries 5-yes, 0-no. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:20 pm. 
 
Minutes submitted by David Wetmore  


